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1. IN AN EDITORIAL ENTITLED "FIGHTING SELFISHNESS", THE JAN 21 
ETHIOPIAN HERALD ATTACKED TRADERS WHO "ARE WITHDRAWING 
ESSENTIAL FOODSTUFFS FROM THE MARKET BECAUSE THEIR SELEISH 
INTERESTS ARE BEING HARMED". CALLING SUCH ACTS "CRIMES AGAINST 
THE NATION", THE HERALD SAID THIS SORT OF ATTITUDE IS 
INCOMPATIBLE WITH SOCIALISM AND MUST BE ROOTED OUT. DESCRIBING 
ALL BUSINESS AS "CHEATING", THE EDITORIAL CALLED ON THE 
PEOPLE TO TURN THEIR ATTENTION FROM POLITICIANS TO MEMBERS OF 
THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY. THE HERALD SUGGESTED THAT THE GOVERN- 
MENT TAKE OVER THE CEREAL TRADE AND THAT WORKERS SET UP 
COOPERATIVE SHOPS TO BUY AND SELL MERCHANDISE. 

2. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. THIS EDITORIAL IS A 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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VISITED THE ADDIS MARKET ON JAN 21, NO TEEE OR WHEAT IS BEING 
DISPLAYED FOR SALE. PULSES AND CORN ARE READILY AVAILABLE DUE 
TO THEIR LOW RETAIL PRICES (CORN CURRENTLY ETH$2 LESS THAN 
EPMG SET RATE). ELOW OE TEEE EROM COUNTRYSIDE IS CUT SHARPLY 
WITH ONLY SUPPLIES COMING EROM EARMERS EORCED TO SELL TO 
MEET TAX PAYMENTS OR OTHER EMERGENCY EXPENSES. PROBLEMS WITH 
MERCHANTS CENTER ON QUESTION OE INVENTORIES PURCHASED BEEORE 
CONTROLS WHICH EPMG INSISTING BE SOLD AT CONTROLLED PRICE. 

BLACK MARKET IN POULTRY AND CEREALS IS SPRINGING UP WITH DEALERS 
CLAIMING NOTHING EOR SALE AT FIXED PRICE BUT ASKING GOOD 
CUSTOMERS TO RETURN WHEN DIRG REPRESENTATIVES ARE NOT AROUND. 
TEFE SELLING "ALTER HOURS" AT ETH$4 PER QUINTAL MORE THAN FIXED 
PRICE BUT ETH$6 LESS THAN PRE-CONTROLS PRICE. IN RESPONSE 
TO THE "LACK" OF TEEE IN THE MARKET AT THE CONTROLLED PRICE, 

THE ETHIOPIAN GRAIN CORPORATION (EGC) HAS SET UP SHOP AND IS 
SELLING TEEE AT THE CONTROLLED PRICE. HOWEVER, EGC IS 
EXPERIENCING SEVERAL PROBLEMS; FIRST, ITS TEEE IS OLD AND OF 
VARIABLE QUALITY; SECOND, CONSUMERS MUST WAIT IN LINE 
SEVERAL HOURS BECAUSE OF THE LARGE NUMBER OF BUYERS; AND 
THIRD, THE EGC IS SELLING ONLY IN QUINTAL LOTS THUS CUTTING 
OUT THOSE WHO CANNOT AFFORD TO BUY SUCH A LARGE QUANTITY. 

3. COMMENT; THE INITIAL MARKET RESPONSE TO THESE CONTROLS 
IS THE CREATION OF A BLACK MARKET. THE DIRG APPARENTLY HAS 
RECOGNIZED THIS AND WE UNDERSTAND THEY HAVE GIVEN THE 
RELIEF AND REHABILITATION COMMISSION AUTHORITY TO PROCURE 
5,000 MT OF LOCAL CEREALS FOR RELIEF PURPOSES AT THE "GOING 
RATE". WHILE MEETINGS BETWEEN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND 
DIRG REPRESENTATIVES NOTED REFTEL CONTINUE, WE STILL HAVE NO 
INDICATION OF THE PROSPECTS FOR MODIFYING THE CONTROLS. 

WYMAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COMMODITIES, PRICE CONTROLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 JAN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ADD1S00815 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750024-0452 
From: ADDIS ABABA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 32/aaaabbrl.tel 

Line Count: 92 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 ADDIS ABABA 0745 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 AUG 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <25 AUG 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <09 DEC 2003 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: INITIAL REACTIONS TO EPMG PRICE CONTROL MEASURES 
TAGS: ECON, ET 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



